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Invention The present invention relates to an image forming apparatus including a rotating
body, a photoreceptor, a charging member, and a developing unit. 2. Description of the
Related Art An electrophotographic image forming apparatus, such as a laser printer, a
copying machine and a facsimile apparatus, includes a photoreceptor, a charging member
and a developing unit. The photoreceptor has a photosensitive layer which is made of a
photosensitive material and which is formed on a surface of a rotatable drum. The
photoreceptor forms a static latent image on the photosensitive layer by the charging
member and the developing unit. The static latent image is developed by a developer
supplied to the static latent image on the photosensitive layer and the developed static
latent image is transferred to a recording medium. The developing unit includes a
developing sleeve and a developing blade. The developing sleeve includes an outer
circumferential surface, which is in contact with the surface of the photosensitive layer on
the photoreceptor, and an inner circumferential surface, which is opposite to the outer
circumferential surface. The developing sleeve also includes an opening extending through
the developing sleeve from the outer circumferential surface to the inner circumferential
surface. The developing blade is arranged in the opening of the developing sleeve. In the
developing unit, a toner is supplied from the opening of the developing sleeve to the static
latent image formed on the surface of the photosensitive layer of the photoreceptor to
develop the static latent image. The developing sleeve is rotated while facing the surface of
the photosensitive layer on the photosensitive drum, so that the developing sleeve is caused
to follow the circumferential surface of the photosensitive drum. Accordingly, the gap
between the
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